
IƛΦ LΩƳ DƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ Gaining Ground with Good Soil. Thanks for choosing to read the book and for 
taking the time to learn and understand the concepts in it by working through this study guide.  

My wife, Denise, and I (and many others) have found Good Soil Evangelism & Discipleship (GSED) 
principles to be a huge help in relating to, learning about, and sharing our faith with unbelievers. We 
hope and pray that the same can be true for you, so I am going to map out some activities I think will 
help you get the most from the book and the principles found in it. 

If you are working through the study guide by yourself or going through it with a group, just follow the 
instructions in this guide as you go. It will tell you how much to read in the book before it asks you to 
do an activity.  These activities coordinate with the exercises in the book. If you are leading a group 
study, go to www.ƎƻƻŘǎƻƛƭΦŎƻƳ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜΦ 

Each lesson of the study guide has 3 sections: 

Preparing the Soil of the Mind Just as the farmer needs to prepare the soil (pull the weeds, take out 
the rocks, and plow), so our hearts and minds need to be prepared to 
receive the seeds of learning. The purpose of the activity in this section 
will be just thatτto prepare us to learn. 

 

 

Planting the Seedlings  of Learning  The farmer invests in his seed by planting it in the prepared soil. Having 
done an activity to open the mind, this section will help you plant 
precious seeds of learning in the soil of your mind. Read. Stop to think. 
Meditate on what you see in these sections. 

 

 

Picking the Harvest for Living  Finally, the harvest has a purposeτto feed the farmer and his family 
and/or his flocks. Learning is not to be an end in itself. The purpose of 
this section is to help you take a harvest truth home with you; to 
incorporate it into your life. 

 

 
 

Ask God to teach you as you work through each section of the study guide and read the book. Be sure 
to read Bible passages that are mentioned. Then your prepared mind will receive the seed and you will 
be able to put into practice the Good Soil principles and reap a harvest.  

The purpose of Good Soil E & D Ministries is to motivate, train and resource people in worldview-relevant evangelism and 
discipleship. 
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Planting the Seeds of Learning 

Pickingthe Harvest for Living  

Lesson 1 

1. Read the Preface (page 1) silently, then respond:  

Have you     ever been to Europe? Another country?  Where? 

     Do you speak another language?  

             How do you feel about reading foreign words in a book? 

If you are reading the book by following this study guide in a group, you will be 
instructed about how to do the exercises. Sometimes you will do them before you come 
to the meeting, sometimes you will wait to do them as a group. 

2. Read the Table of Contents (page ix). 
 

 

3. What observations can you make about this book and its            
assumptions from the Table of Contents? 

 
 

What questions does the Table of Contents raise in your mind? 
 
 

What do you hope to learn from this book? 
 
4. Read the Introduction, (pages 3-5) then respond: 

Can you relate to Greg and Diana? Can you share a little about frustration you 
have experienced in evangelism and discipleship? 

 

Wǳǎǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜΧ Since the time you were saved, several people have professed faith in 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
these people have not demonstrated the kind of spiritual fruit that would clearly 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎŀŘΗ  

You are deeply concerned about these disappointing results. Thinking back over these 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǘ ƴƻǿ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 
that clearly ideƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΚέ 

If you had to point to one possible/probable major factor, what would it be? 
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Session Two 

1. Read Chapters 1 & 2, (pages 9-27) taking time to do the  
       exercises. 

 
 
 
 

 
2. Why were Greg and Diana going to leave Germany?  
 

Why would that be difficult? 

 

 
3. ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ άƳŀŘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

becoming part of the church or living lives identifying them as followers of Christ? Did you come 
up with other reasons? 
 
 
 

4. aŀǘǘƘŜǿΣ aŀǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ [ǳƪŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ άƎƻƻŘ ǎƻƛƭέ ƘŜŀǊŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǿƻǊŘΦ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ 
short ΨȅƻǳǊ-own-ǿƻǊŘǎΩ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘΚ 

Understands 

 

Embraces 

 

Retains 

 

5. Look over the Good Soil Scale (page 25) the group came up     
             with and make some personal observations about it.  

 
What do you learn from this Scale? 

 
 
 

How do you think principles learned from the Scale can help you with your evangelism 
and discipleship? 
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Session Three 

1. Read Chapter 3 (pages 29-42). 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2. Do the exercise described on page 35.  
What do you think are essential gospel components? 

 
          

      3.  Name the eight essential gospel components the team discovered: 

 
 
    ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΦ 
 

      4. Write practical things (actions) you can do this week in each area of   
evangelism (from the bottom half of the Scale on page 42).  

Tilling Evangelism 

1 ς Model, love, pray 
  

2 ς Challenge worldview 
 

Planting Evangelism 
 

3 ς Teach gospel concepts 
 

4 ς Establish uniqueness of Jesus 

Reaping Evangelism 

5 ς Clarify 

6 ς Personalize 

    7 ς Persuade 

5. Choose at least one of the actions you wrote down above. Ask God to help you to evangelize this 
week by doing it. Remember to start ōȅ ǘƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎΗ 
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Session Four 

1. Read pages 43 to 52 of Chapter 4. 

Read Acts 10. hƴŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ 
Contact Evangelism because he preached once to a crowd and several responded in faith. 
Starting with verse ноΣ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜǎέ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ show Relational Evangelism was 
in effect in this passage. 

 

 

Finish reading Chapter 4 (pages 53 through 55). 

 
2. Study the Figures on pages 50 and 51 then respond below: 

         When is Initial Contact Evangelism most appropriate? 

 
 

          What are some dangers associated with this approach? 

 
 

         What are some advantages of Relational Evangelism? 

 
 

         What are some dangers associated with this approach? 

 
 

3.  ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ CƻǳǊ ƛǎ άIƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ǿŜ ǎƻǿΚέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ƻƛƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ 
with Relational Evangelism. They came away convinced they needed to 
do more to develop relationships with people to prepare the soil of their 
hearts. Write practical steps (actions) you can take this week to prepare 
the soil in the hearts of people you know. 

 

4. Choose at least one of the actions you wrote down above. Ask God to help you to evangelize this 
week by doing it. Prepare the soil and ask God open hearts. 5ƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ hard ground! 
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Session Five 

1. Read Chapter 5 (pages 57-71). How did the advantages and   
             dangers you saw in Initial Contact Evangelism and Relational   

                                      9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎΚ 
 

Can you think of examples in your life when Initial Contact or Relational  
was clearly more appropriate or advantageous? Have you seen a 
manifestation of one of the dangers in your experiences? 

The chart to the right is a copy of the chart on 
ǇŀƎŜ ср ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ aƛǊƛŀƳ ŘǊŜǿ ŀƴ ΨȄΩ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ      

where someone would be who knows very little about the 
gospel, but who is very open to hearing more. Think of a 
friend or relative of yours. Where would you put him or her 
on the matrix1?         

2. For some, the small graphs on pages 68 and 69 can 
be controversial. Some would say, ά¢ƘŜ tŜǊƳǎ ΨǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΩ ŀǊŜ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳǎΦέ They can be synonyms, but they can also 
represent different realities ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƘŀǊǘΣ ŀƭƭ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
process happens after regeneration. In these cases the conversion 
process could also be called the sanctification of the  
believer. But in the second chart almost all of the conversion is before 
regeneration. In these cases, conversion is the changing of the mind 
in relation to core beliefs or the previously held worldview. In either 
scenario, ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ όŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘύτand the converting is 
a process that happens in conjunction with, but not necessarily at one point in time as does 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit. Acts 10 (which we studied in lesson four) is a good example of 
this. Cornelius was a good man, giving alms, helping the Jews, seeking God. But he was not 
ΨǎŀǾŜŘΩ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ tŜǘŜǊ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ His conversion 
process started long before Peter came to his house. 

3. Read Acts 16:11-34. Can you draw a conversion/regeneration chart for each convert in this 
chapter? (Lydia, slave girl, jailer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1
 This matrix is adapted from the Gray Matrix developed by Frank Gray of the Far East Broadcasting Company. 



Picking the Harvest for Living  4. Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ     
ǎŎŀƭŜΣέ aƛǊƛŀƳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ά[ƻǾŜΣ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜΦέ όǇŀƎŜ снύ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ 

you think that means? What practical steps can you take this week to move your friend/family 
member across the matrix so they will be more open to the gospel? 

 

 

 

5. Find someone in your study group or a believing friend or family member to whom you can 
ǊŜŀŘ άhǳǊ .Ŝǎǘ LŘŜŀǎέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тмΣ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 
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Lesson Six 
 

1. Read Chapter 6 (pages 75-86). The quartet began by reviewing 
what they had learned as they started their final day of study together at 

t   the retreat. What do you remember aboutΧ 

¶ The 3 verbs describe the Good Soil response to the gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ The 3 levels of evangelism on the Good Soil Scale? 
 

 
 
 
 

¶ The 8 essential gospel elements? 

 

 

 

 

2. On page 82 there is a pull-ǉǳƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¦ƴōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ǿƻǊŘǎ L ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦέ {ǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ         

Can you think of some concrete examples of this? Write them here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Look at the Worldview Noise Diagram on page 86. Try to think of specific negative results that 
will likely occur if we do not understand and effectively cut through worldview noise. 
 
 
 
 
 

Planting the Seeds of Learning 
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4. Read Acts 2:5-41, 14:6-18, and 17:16-34. Compare the passages. Are the audiences different in 
their initial understanding of what is being shared?  
 
 
How? 
 
 
 
 
 
How many of the eight gospel concepts (God, man, sin, death, Christ, cross, faith, life) do the 
audiences understand before the preaching starts?  
 
 Jews in Jerusalem  Lystrans  Epicureans and Stoics in Athens 

 

 

 

 With which of the eight gospel concepts do the preachers begin? Why? 

Peter with the Jews in Jerusalem    Paul with the Lystrans   Paul with the Athenians 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5. Lƴ м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мΥноΣ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎΣ άǿŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ 
a ǎǘǳƳōƭƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪΧέ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ had ƘŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ 

understood (for the most part) who God is, who man is, how sin separated man from God, 
and how it brings death. But the idea that the Messiah (the Christ) was going to be a servant 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŘƛŜ ŀ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳƳōƭƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ tŀǳƭ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άǿŜ 
ǇǊŜŀŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘΣΧǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪǎ foolishnessΧέ !ǎ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘǎ мт ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
Greeks had a hard time with the resurrectionτthey mocked him and called him a babblerτ
it appeared as foolishness to them. 

Think about people you know that are in one of those two categories. Pray for family and 
friends and how you will be able to help them get past these barriers and trust Christ. 
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Lesson 7 

1. /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ с ŜƴŘǎ ŀōǊǳǇǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ aƛǊƛŀƳΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ 
ƴƻƛǎŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ όά9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘe gospel and gives   

what he would consider a clear presentation of the gospel, his friend might not get it 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎƪŜǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέύ ŀƴŘ 
BernardΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 5ƛŀƴŀ όά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚέύΦ We have to wait until the 
next chapter to see how Diana responds. Read the first page of Chapter 7 and the first 
third of the next page (pages 87-88). 

 

2. The illustration Bernard gives of a worldview putting up a barrier to 
the gospel is just one of many possible scenarios. Do the exercise on 

page 88, trying to think of specific negative results we might see if we do not 
understand and effectively cut through worldview noise as we present the gospel. List 
the results here if you do not list them on the chart of the book. 

 

 

 

 

Now read on through the middle of page 92 and see what examples our heroes gave. Do yours match 
theirs? Did ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴΚ If you did, feel free to share them with us at  
http://cultivate.goodsoil.com/forum/ Or, if you are having trouble understanding the worldview noise issue, feel 
free to write to the above site as well. 

 

3. As you read on (pages 92 to 99), notice that you already should have studied the passages in Acts last week 
that the team studies in this chapter. This was to let you get a grasp of the passages before you saw what Bern 
and company did with them. Now as you read through the end of the chapter, you should be able review what 
you learned and pick up any insights the quartet has on those passages. 

 

At the end of the chapter Greg says that ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ 
worldview noise, and the biblical examples of dealing with audƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿǎέ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎΦ 
In your opinion, what is the greatest lesson from this chapter? 

 

 

 

http://cultivate.goodsoil.com/forum/
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4. Read the Bible passages below. From what you see in the Bible story and what you may know or research 
about the main characters, where would you say each of these people were on the Good Soil E & D Scale (A copy 
of the scale is on the following page for your reference.) and in their understanding of the eight essential gospel 
elements(EEGE) before they heard the gospel as described in the passage? Do you think that affected their 
response? Did it affect how the gospel presenter shared with them? 

Passage         Hearer(s) Presenter        Scale        EEGE         Response                   How Presented 

 

Acts 3:12-21        Jews  

  

 

Acts 10:1-8, 34-43   Cornelius 

 

 

Acts 13:13-43        Galatians 

 

 

Acts 16:13-15        Lydia 

 

 

 

5. Missionaries have to deal with different worldviews when they travel to 
other lands or cultures to preach the ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ .ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ 

us have people from different cultures and worldviews living all around us. We live in 
Harrisburg, PA, where on our street we have ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ п όǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊύ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
worldviews represented.  

CǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭŜŀrned in reading Gaining Ground and studying some key Bible 
passages, write what you think are at least two keys thought to remember when dealing with people 
from different worldviews. Pray that God will help you break through worldview noise and 
communicate the gospel clearly with people around you. In the next chapter we will see how the 
quartet learns principles to cut through worldview noise. 
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Pickingthe Harvest for Living  

Lesson 8 

1. Read Chapter 8 (pages 101-114). 

 

 

 

2. A key paragraph of this chapterτand of the whole bookτis found on 
page 111. After learning about peeling the Worldview Onion, Miriam 

responds. The paragraph is reprinted below. Read it again.  

άhǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ƛƴƛǘiate conversations with people that may become redemptive 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣέ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ aƛǊƛŀƳΦ ά²Ŝ ǇŜŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
value. But our overall objective is to share the gospel in a form that is relevant to their 
ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿΦέ 

The majority of us have a tendency to operate at one extreme or the other. Some of us dive right into some kind 
of gospel presentation without getting to know a person or trying to know where they are coming from; what 
they believe. Others of us are great at getting to know peopleτǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎτbut 
never get to sharing the gospel. Do you have one tendency or the other? If you are reading this book with others 
in a group, talk with one of them about this or find someone else in whom you can confide. On which end of the 
pendulum are you? What can you do about it? 

3. Read Ephesians 6:18-20 and Colossians 4:2-6. What words or phrases do you find there that relate 
significantly to peeling worldview onions? List them below. 

¶      

¶       

¶        

¶      

¶      

¶  

What insights can you learn from these two passages? 

 

4. {ǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ άtŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ hƴƛƻƴέ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мммΦ DŜǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƛƻƴ όŎƻǊŜ 
beliefs, internalized values, personal choices, behavioral patterns, and human commonalities) and the steps in 
peeling (entry conversations, investigative questions, conversion discussions).  

5. Choose at least one neighbor, friend or family member with whom you will talk 
this week. Initiate a conversation that may become a redemptive relationship. The 

άŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴέ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ Start with human commonalities and work your way 
down through the layers. Your goal should be to understand what his/her beliefs and values are 
so that you can then you can share the gospel with him/her. Be sensitive as you ask questions. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅτthat may hurt them or shut them upτbut show genuine interest and 
concern for their well being as you try to understand your friend. Always seek to leave the door 
open for the continuation of the conversation. Share your progress with a believing friend and 

pray for one another as you peel onions. 
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Lesson 9 

1. Read Chapter 9 (pages 115-123). 

 

 

 

2. Greg and Diana, Bernard and Miriam arrived in southern Portugal and began 
teaching the large group what they had learned about Good Soil evangelism. Page 

117 reviews some basic principles. If you are studying this book with others flesh out the subjects 
below a bit. If you are studying on your own, find someone who may be interested (your pastor, 
someone from church, etc.) and share a sentence or two about each subject. How much do you 
remember?

The Good Soil Evangelism and Discipleship Scale (Chapter 2) 

       Initial Contact and Relational Evangelism (Chapters 4 and 5) 

       The Gospel Communication Process (Chapter 6) 

       Worldview Case Studies in Acts (Chapter 7) 

       Peeling the Worldview Onion (Chapter 8) 

3. After reviewing the three levels of evangelism (tilling, planting, and reaping), Bernard and Greg helped the 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ άƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŘŜŦƛŎƛŜƴŎƛŜǎέ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ƻƛƭ 9 ϧ 5 
Scale. When someone is near the top of the scale, that means they already have a quite a bit of Bible knowledge 
and understand a good deal of the gospel. Our role at that point is to encourage a response. However, if they 
are lower on the scale, say the planting stage, we have got to share more of the Bible and fill in the gaps. If they 
are even lower on the scale (tilling) we need to first be praying and showing them love so their hearts will open 
to the gospel and then share as much Bible content as they need to understand the gospel.  

Read the following verses and write the gist of them in your own words to the right of each reference. 

Romans 3:23 

 

Romans 6:23 

 

Romans 5:8 

 

Romans 10:9-10, 13 

 



Now look at the chart on pages 122 and 123 of Gaining Ground with Good Soil. (The chart is reprinted below.)  

Think of someone that would be in the lowest third of the scale. They have little or no knowledge of the gospel. 
The deficiencies listed on page 123 describe their lack of knowledge. Would the verses above fill the gospel 
knowledge deficiencies person in the tilling level would have?  

Think about it carefully before you answer. A person at this level may only be aware of a higher power of some 
kind, but best case scenario this person is not even committed to monotheism yet. 

ά.ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΗέ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΦ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ wƻŀŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΗέ ¸ŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ 
as peoplŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ά¢ƘŜ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ wƻŀŘέ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
included the Judeo-Christian mindset. They generally believed in one God, that man was a sinner, and that sin 
was punishable by death. One could share the good news of Jesus Christ and see genuine faith responses to 
such a presentation. Today many worldviews do not include those basic tenets.  

ά.ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ BibleΗ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΦέ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ .ǳǘ there is more to the Bible than those few 
verses. In fŀŎǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ wƻŀŘΦ  

Read Romans 1 through chapter 3:22τŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ǎƪƛǇǇŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ wƻŀŘΦ 


