| Ad L QY DA Ganing G&ndwithiGoa I8ditauiks fochoosing taread the book andor
taking the time to learn and understand the concepts in it bykiray through this study guide.

My wife, Denise, and | (and many others) have fo@mbd Soil Eangelism & Discipleship (IDE
principles to be a huge help in relating to, learning about, and sharing our faith with unbelievers. We
hope and pray that the same can be true for you] amgoing to map out some activitieshink will

help you get the most from the book and the principles found in it.

If you are working through the study guide by yourselfoing through it with a groygust follow the
instructionsin this guideas you golt will tell youhow much to read in the boolefore it asks you to

do an activity. These activities coordinate with the exercises in the book. If you are leading a group
study, gotovww. a2 2 Ra2Af ®02Y (2 R2gyf2FR | fSIFRSNQRa 3Idz

Each lessoof the study guiddas 3 sections:

Preparing the Soil of the Mind Just as the farmer needs to preparestioil (pull the weeds, take out
the rocks, and plow), so our headad mindsneed to be prepared to
receive the seeds of learning. The purpose of the activitlginsection
will be just that to prepare us to larn.

Planting the Seedlings of Learning The farmer invests in his seed by plantinig ithe prepared soil. Having
done an activity to opethe mind, this sectiomwill help you plant
precious seedsfdearning in the soil of your mind. Read. Stop to think.

\ Meditate on what you see in these sections.

Picking the Harvest for Living Finally, the harvest has a purpas® feed the farmer and his family
and/or hisflocks. Learning is not to be an endtself. The purpose of
this section is to help you take a harvest truth home with you; to
incorporate it into your life.

Ask God to teach you as you work through each section of the study guide and read the book. Be sure
to read Bible passages that areentioned. Then your prepared mind will receive the seed and you will
be able to put into practice the Good Soil principles and reap a harvest

The purpose of Good Soil E & D Ministries is to motivate, train and resource people in worlkeleieant evanglism and
discipleship.



Lessn 1
Preparing the Soil of the Mind 1. Read thePreface(page 1)silently, then respond:
u ever been to Europe? Another country? Where?

Do you speak another language?

How do you feel abouteading foreign words in a book?

If you are reading the book by following this study guide group you will be
instructed about how to do the exercises. Sometimes you will do them before you come
to the meeting,sometimes you will wait to do them as a group.

Planting the Seeds of Learning 2. Read theTable of Content§age ix)

N

3. What observations can you make about this book and its
assumptions from the Table of Contents?

What questions does th&able of Contentsaise in your mind?

Whatdo you hope tdearn from this book?

Pickingthe Harvest for Living 4. Read the Introduction(pages &%) then respond:

Can you relate to Greg and Diana? Can you share a little about frustration you
have experienced in evangelism atidcipleship?

Wdza (i & 8mhdelheiti®eyou were saved, several people have professed faith in

/] KNA&G & || NBadzZ G 2F @e2dz2NJ gAdGySaairya SEL
these people have not demonstrated the kind of spiritual fruit tivatuld clearly

AYRAOI OGS UGKSANI LINPFSaaAz2ya ¢6SNB 3ISYydaAaAySo
You are deeply concerned about these disappointing results. Thinking back over these
SELISNASYyOSa a e2dNBStE ¥ a2Keé NB (Kz2a$s L
thatclearlyid¢/ 0 A FASa GKSY |a F2fft26SNE 2F WSadza

If you had to point tane possible/probable major factor, what would it be?



Session Two

Preparing the Soil of the Mind 1. Read Chapters 1 & hages R27)taking time to do the

exercises.

Planting the Seeds of Learning 2. Why were Greg and Diana going to leave Germany?

Why would that be difficult?

3.2 KIFIGd RAR @2dz GKAY]l 2F (GKS 3INRdAzLIQa NBlF az2ya oK
becoming part of the churcar living lives identifyinghem as followers of Christ? Did you come
up with other reasons?

4. al GGKS$T alNJT FyR [d] S SIOK dzaS I RAFFSNBY
NEFR lo2dzi GKS ljdzr NISGiQad SELISNASYOS FyR f22]
shortWe 2odeNd 2 NRAQ RSTFAYAGAZ2Y 2F St OKK
Understands
Embraces
Retains

Pickingthe Harvest for Living 5. Look over the Good Soil Scgbage 25the group came up

with and make some personal observations about it.

What do you learrrom this Scale?

How do you think principles learned from the Scale lealp you with your evangelism
and discipleship?



Session Three

Preparing the Soil of the Mind 1. Read Chapter (pages 292).

Planting the Seeds of Learning 2. Do the exercise described on pagfe
What do you think are essential gospel components?

3. Name the eight essential gospel components the team discovered:

¢Sttt GKS . Ao0fSQa ail2NB ftAYy1AYy3

Picking the Harvest for Living 4. Write practicathings (actions) you can dbis weekin each area of
evangelism (from the bottom half of the Scale on pagg 4

Tilling Evangelism

1 ¢ Model, love, pray

2 ¢ Challenge worldview
Planting Evangelism
3 ¢ Teach gospel concepts

4 ¢ Establish uniqueness of Jesus
Reaping Evangelism

5 ¢ Clarify

6 ¢ Personalize

7 ¢ Persuade

5. Choose at least one of the actions you wrote down above. Ask God to help you to evangelize this
week by doing it. Remembertostaite GAff Ay3aS AT ySOSaalNB® 52yQi



Session Four

Preparing the Soil of the Mind 1. Read pages 43 to 52 of Chapter 4

Read Actslhy S YAIKI GKAYy{1l GKFEG t SGSNDNE LINBI OKA
Contact Evangelism because he preacbedeto a crowd and several responded in faith.
Startingwithverset 0 = f Aad GKS &S ghiRelstional Evangéligndwa¥ A y R

in effed in this passage.

Finish reading Chapter(pages 53 through 55)

Planting the Seeds of Learning 2. Study the Figuresn pages50 and 51then respond below:

\ When is Initial Contact Evangelism most appropflate
What are somealangers associated with this approach?
What are some advantages of Relational Evangelism?
What are some dangers associated with this approach?

Pickingthe Harvest for Living 3- ¢ KS ljdzSadA2y F&1SR Ay GKS 0SIAYYA)
S az2gKé yR UKS D22R {2Af 3INRdAzLJ Oz

with Relational Evangelism. They came away convincednéeged to

do more to develop relationships with people to pegp the soil of their

hearts.Write practicalsteps(actions) yowcantake this weekto prepare

the soil in the hearts of people you know.

4. Choose at least one of the actions you wrote down above. Ask God to help you to evangelize this
week by doing itPrepare the soil and ask God open heabt® y QG LJ thafdigroar@ SRa Ay



Session Five

1. Read Chapter fpages 5771). How did the advantages and
dangers you saw in Initial Contact Evangelism and Relational
9@ yaStAayYy O2YLINB ¢gA0GK GKS 3INRO

Preparing the Soil of the Mind

Can you think of examples in your life when Initial Contact or Relational
was clearly more appropriate or advantages® Have you seen a
manifestation of one of the dangers in your experiences?

The chart to the right is a copy of the chart on
LI 35S cp 2y S6KAOK aANXlIY RBNBG WE C
where someonewould be who knows venytiie about the .W.&
k gospel, but who is very open to hearing more. Thinkofa  ###2227565%32"
friend or relative ofyours. Where would you putim or her
on the matrix?

Planting the Seeds of Learning

2. For some, the smafiraphs on pages 68 and 69 can
be controversialSome would sayy ¢ kSN & WNB ISY SNI TAZY Q HY
WO 2y @S N&S 2 3 \QEhEdidibe synonyms, but they can also
represent different realited y I LISNE2Yy Qa f AFSP _bBZUAOS
FANRG YR GKANR OKFNIZ Fff 2NJI|LI-NLG  27F
process happens afteegeneration. In these cases the conversion
process could also be calléte sanctificationof the
believer. But in the second chart almost all of the conversidmeif®re %
regeneration. In these cases, conversion is the changing ohihe
in relation tocore beliefs or the previously heldorldview. In either
scenarioll KS AYRAQGARdzZI f Q& | OGA2Yy & K e thé donvertingleER S & |
a process that happens in conjunction wiblut not necessarily at one point in tinges does
regeneration by the Holy SpiritActs 10 (which we studied in lessfour) is a good example of
this. Cornelius was a good man, giving alms, helping the Jews, seeking God. But he was not
WAl OSRQ dzyiAf KS KSINR t S SN LINE IHB Konversigndzii WS
process started long before Peter came to his house.

3. Read Acts 181-34. Can you draw a conversion/regeneration chart for each convert in this
chapter?(Lydia, slave girl, jailer)

R = A

! This matrix is adapted from the Gray Matrix developed by Frank Gray of the Far East Broadcasting Company.



Picking the Harvest for Living 4 Ly NBaLRyasS d2 GKS ljdzSadrzy 4l 26
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ink that means? What practicsteps can you take this week moove your friend/family

)ier across the matriso they will be more open to the gospel?

5. Find someone in your study group or a believing friend or family member to whom you can
NBFR dahdzNJ . Sad LRSFa¢ 2y LI 3IS tvmx 2yS +a + 0



LessonSix

Preparing the Soil of the Mind 1. Read Chapter 6 (pages-86). The quartet began by reviewing
what they had learned as they started their final day of study together at
the retreat. What do you remembeaboutX

1 The3 verbs describe the Good Soil response to the gospel?

1 The3 levels of evangelism on the Good Soil Scale?

1 The8 essential gospel elements?

SEAAU AY | LISNARZ2YQa 02NI RUASG UKL L
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Can you think of some concrete examples of2h\¢érite them here:

3. Look at the Worldview Noise Diagram on page 86. Try to think of specific negative results that
will likely occur if we do not understand and effectively cut through worldview noise.



4. Read Acts 2:81, 14:618, and 17:1684. Compare the passages. Are the audiences different in
their initial understanding of what is being shared?

How?

How many of the eight gospel concelg@&od, man, sin, death, Christ, cross, faith, bife@xhe
audiences understanbdefore the preaching starts

Jews in Jerusalem Lystrans Epicureans and Stoics in Athens

With which of the eight gospel concepts do the preachers begin? Why?

Peter with the dws in Jerusalem Paul with the istrans Paul wih the Athenians

5Ly M [/ 2NAYOGKAFY&A MYHoX tl dAZ aleéea:z
adldzyof Ay3d. 802 R RKBBRQA 22NR F2NJ &S
understood (for the most part) who God is, who marhsw sin separated man from God,
andhow it brings death. But the idea that the Messiah (the Christ) was going to be a servant
YR O2YS RAS | ONRAYAYIlIfQad RSIFGK gl a | addzy
LINSF OK / KNR &G ONfoebshries¥kE R I X0 2 St kS sDNFS&KS ! O
Greeks had a hard time with the resurrectiothey mocked him and called him a babller
it appeared as foolishness to them.
Think aboutpeople you know that are in one of those two categories. Pray for yaanitl
friends andhow you will be able to help them get past these barriers and trust Christ

Pickingthe Harvest for Living




Lesson 7

Preparing the Soil of theMind 1./ KI LJASNJ ¢ Sy R& I oNHzLIif & 6AGK aAiANRKLI
y2AaS 02y O0SLIi 649 @Sy legasgeHaid givésNY/ I NF

what he would consider a clear presentation of the gospel, his friend might not get it

0SOlIdzaS a2YSUKAYy3 Ay GKS glreée KS t221a I

Bernardd |jdzSa A2y G2 S5ALF Yyl 6dWelsw toivtrdlthel 1 S

next chapter to see how Diana responggadthe first page ofChapter 7and the first

third of the next page (page3/-88).

Planting the Seeds of Learning 2. The illustration Bernard gives of a worldview putting up a barrier to
the gospel is just one of many possible scenarios. Do the exercise on
\ page 88, trying to think of specific negative results we might see if we do not
understand and effectively cut through worldview noise as we present the gdspel.
the results here iffou do not list them on the chart of the book.

Now read orthrough the middle of page 9@nd see what examples our herogave. Do yours match
theirs? Dile 2 dz G KAY {1 2F a2 Y 3fydHdE feel Rk R ghaé thevh Svighiudia? v K
http://cultivate.goodsoil.com/forum/Or, if you are having trouble understanding the worldview noise issue, feel
free to write to the above site as well.

3. As you read ofpages 92 to 99notice that youalready should have studied the passages in Acts last week
that the team studies in this chaptefhis was to let you get a grasp of the passages before you saw what Bern
and company did with them. Now as you read through the end of the chapter, you dbealdlereview what

you learned and pick up any insights the quartet has on those passages.

GGKS D2aL)sSH

At the end of the chapter Greg saymt 6 K G G KS&  SFNYySR | 62 dz
2T RATFSNBY(d 62NI RS

worldview noise, and the biblical examples of dealing withha&dy O S &
In your opinion, what is the greatest lesson from this chapter?


http://cultivate.goodsoil.com/forum/

4. Read the Bible passages below. From what you see in the Bible story and what you may flesaarch

about themaincharactes, where would you say each of these people were on the Good Soil E & Oifscajsy
of the scale is on the following page for your referene@ad in their understanding of the eight essential gospel
elementdEEGR)eforethey heard the gospel as describadthe passageDo you think that affected their
respons@ Did it affect howthe gospel presenter shared with them?

Passage Hearer(s) Presenter Scale EEGE Response How Presented

Acts 3:1221 Jews

Acts 101-8, 3443 Cornelius

Acts 13:143 Galatians

Acts 16:1315 Lydia

Pickingthe Harvest for Living 5. Missionaries have to deal with different worldviews when they travel to

other lands or cultures to preach tf®22 & LISt ©@ . dzi Ay G2 RI &
us have people from different cultures and worldviews living all aroumndNEe live in
Harrisburg PAwhere on our streetwe have & £ S ad n 6GKIFG LQ@S 7T
worldviews represented.

CNRY ¢ KI {rneldl i degdiné GainiSg Ground and studying some key Bible
passagesyrite what you think are at least two keys thought to remember when dealing with people
from different worldviewsPray that God will help you break through worldview noise and
communicae the gospel clearly with people around you. In the next chapter we will see how the
guartet learns principles to cut through worldview noise.



Good Sorl Scale

Here is what the first draf? of teir “good soil” scale looked like.. Study
it for a few minutes before reading more so fhat you can understand

\Luman Spiritual Responses

—— Tz

|

what our quartet is learning.

Serves in leadership roles ZT/ZX A

Spiritual giftedness confirmed 4

D/sc/p/e.s' new & immature believers #0

Deepens Bible/fheology knowtedge +9

Parficipates in Christian service +8

ldenties with Christ in baptism +7

Identifies with offfer beliefs #

Withesses To unbelievers +5

Experiences sin & confession +4

Bég/ns Bible reading & prayer +3

C;q/hs assurance of salvation +2

Experiences inifial life changes +/ Discipling Sancfification

Repents and frusts Jesus Regeneration

Coun's cost of a faith response -/ &

C’;nfroﬂfed with a faith response -2

f 5;nses persondl Spiritual conviction -3

Understands basic gospel concepts -4

Intlerested in Jesus and he gospel -5

G;spe/ concepi awdreness incredses -6

| Exposed 7o Biblical monotheism -7

Vilnerable 7o fuise religious beliets -8

Seeks 1o 1ill personal spiritual void -9

Senses persondl spititual empfliness -0

Aware of Higher Power or powers -i C'onVAcﬁon

Born with a God-Vacuum -2 | Evangelizing General and

\ Special Revelation

A

» Matthew (3:23 W Mark 420 » Luke 8:/5 W




Lesson 8

Preparing the Soil of the Mind 1. Read Chapter 8 (pages 1014).

Planting the Seeds of Learning 2. A key paragraph of this chapterand of the whole book is found on
page 111. After learning about peeling the Worldview Onion, Miriam
responds.The paragraph is reprinted below. Read it again.

GhdzNJ 321 f ai&ecdrivarsatiorns with peopleyfhatimay become redemptive
NBfllGA2YyaKALIAZE 20aSNIBSR aANARI YD G2S LSSt ot
value. But our overall objective is to share the gospel in a form that is relevant to their

62NI ROASg D¢

Themajority of us have a tendency to operate at one extreme or the other. Some of us dive right into some kind

of gospel presentation without getting to know a person or trying to know where they are coming from; what

they believe. Others of us are great atting to know people 6 SQf £ GF €1 (2 G(KSYbE2N K2
never get to sharing the gospel. Do you have one tendency or the other? If you are reading this book with others
in a group, talk with one of them about this or find someone else in whiomcan confide. On which end of the
pendulum are you? What can you do about it?

3.Read Ephesiar&18-20 and Colossians 4& What words or phrases do you find there that relate
significantly to peeling worldview onions? List them below.

1
)l
)l

What insights can you learn from these two passages?

=A =4 =

4.{ GdzRe GKS at SStAy3d (KS 22NIROASG hyAz2zyé ANI LIKAO 2y
beliefs, internalized values, personal choices, behavioral patterns, and human commonalities) and the steps in
peeling (entry conversations, invégitive questions, conversion discussions).

Pickingthe Harvest for Living 5. Choose at least one neighbor, friend or family member with whom you will talk

this week. Initiate a conversation thataybecome a redemptive relationship. The
GO2yBSNAELF GA2YE YI StarOhyhinfay azSmogaitiSsNihdasriSypur way
down through the layersYour goal should be to understand what his/her beliefs and values are
so that you can then you can share the gospel with him/her. Be sensitive as you ask questions.
52y Qi Y2 @S thaandy hijrditde® drshait them apbut show genuine interest and
concern for their well being as you try to understand your friend. Always seek to leave the door
open for the continuation of the conversation. Share your progress with a believing friend and
pray for one another as you peel onions.




Lesson 9

Preparing the Soil of the Mind 1. Read Chapter 9 (page$5:123).

Planting the Seeds of Learning 2. Greg and Diana, Bernard and Miriam arrived in southern Portugal and began
teachingthe large group what they had learned about Good Soil evangelism. Page
117 reviews some basic principles. If you are studying this book with others flesh out the subjects
\ below a bit. If you are studying on your own, find someone who may be interested ggstor,
someone from church, etc.) and share a sentence or two about each subject. How much do you
remember?

The Good Soil Evangelism and Discipleship Scale (Chapter 2)

Initial Contact and Relational Evangelism (Chapters 4 and 5)

The Gospel Communication Process (Chapter 6)

Worldview Case Studies in Acts (Chapter 7)

Peeling the Worldview Onion (Chapter 8)
3. After reviewing the three levels of evangelism (tilling, planting, and reaping), Bernard and Greglelped
IANRdzL) € SINY GKFG LIS2LX S KI @GS OSNIFAY a32al)St (y26f S
Scale. When someone is near the top of the scale, that means they already have a quite a bit of Bible knowledge
and understand a good deadl the gospel. Our role at that point is emcourage a response. However, if they
are lower on the scale, say the planting stage, we have got to share more of the Bible and fill in the gaps. If they

are even lower on the scale (tilling) we need to firstdbaying and showing them love so their hearts will open
to the gospel and then share as much Bible content as they need to understand the gospel.

Read the following verses and write the gist of them in your own words to the right of each reference.
Romars 3:23
Romans 6:23

Romans 5:8

Romans 10:40, 13



Nowlook at the chart on pages 122 and 1233&#ining Ground with Good So{lThe chart is reprinted below.)

Think of someone that would be in the lowest third of the scale. They have little kmowledge of the gospel.
The deficiencies listed on page 123 describe their lack of knowledge. Would the verses above fill the gospel
knowledge deficiencies person in the tilling level would have?

Think about it carefully before you answer. A person & thvel may only be aware of a higher power of some
kind, but best case scenario this person is not even committed to monotheism yet.

G.dzi 6l AGHE @2dz aleéd a¢KFIQa GKS w2YlyQa w2l R gKAOK
aspeopb KI @S &AKINBR® . dzi 6KSYy G¢KS w2YlyQa w2l Ré gl &
included the Judedhristian mindset. They generally believed in one God, that man was a sinner, and that sin

was punishable by death. One could share the goodsnafwlesus Christ and see genuine faith responses to

such a presentation. Today many worldviews do not include those basic tenets.

G. dzii BibleRad , @S OF Yy QU A YLINR @S dhei2 i marekd tile ®ible thafnolze feWNS N 3 K
verses. Inf OG = StdlQdei 202 /Qal w2+ Rd

Read Romans 1 through chapter I22f f G(KS @SNERSA a1 ALILISR 20SNI Ay (KS



