Twelve New Testament Eras, Plus One – Hooks for Hanging the New Testament Storyline
Anticipation

Arrival

Seclusion

Change

During the 400
years between the
close of the OT
and the beginning
of the NT there
were many
political
changes,
cultural changes,
and
Jewish religious
changes
that affected life
in the NT times
that followed this
era.

Popularity Opposition

Suffering

Victory

Apostles

Jesus

Jesus Christ was Jesus was
born in Bethlehem baptized by John
the Baptist.
and dedicated
in the temple at
Jerusalem
Then, He was
tempted by
Satan and
before He was
taken temporarily
was proclaimed
by His parents
by John to be “the
to Egypt for His
Lamb of God
protection.
who would take
away the sin of the
world.”
He grew up in
Nazareth and
visited

Jerusalem
regularly with His
parents for the
annual Jewish
feasts.

Then, Jesus
ministered to
people such as
Nicodemus and
a Samaritan
woman and began
to gather some
disciples.

Jesus became
very popular with
the common
people

Jesus was
strongly opposed
by Jewish and
Roman leaders

who witnessed His
powers and

who rejected His
claims to Deity,

who were
impressed with His
message and
who were
touched by His
compassion.
But, many of
them failed to
understand who
He really was.

and feared His
power among the
people,
and who ignored
His warnings
about Hell.

They repeatedly
sought to kill
Jesus.

Church

Tribulation

Church

In the ﬁnal week
of His earthly
life, Jesus was
betrayed by Judas
and abandoned
by other disciples.

He was tried
before unjust
judges and
wrongfully
convicted,
which resulted
in His death by
cruciﬁxion.

Jesus died as the
innocent Lamb of
God for the sin of
the world.

On the third day
after His death,
Jesus was raised
from the dead and
began to appear to
many people. He
was alive!

For 40 days,
Jesus taught His
disciples and
commanded them
to spread this
good news.

Jesus then
ascended to
heaven and began
to minister as our
heavenly high
priest.

The book of
Acts records the
ministry of the
apostles, including
the Apostle Paul,
as they preached
the gospel to Jews
in Jerusalem and
beyond, and to
Samaritans in
Samaria, and
to Gentiles
throughout the
Mediterranean
World.
Many people
believed and
churches were
established.

The 2000 years of
church history can
be summarized
into periods of

• Persecution,
• Popularity,

• Skepticism,
• Outreach, and
• Divisions.

This era will end
when Jesus
returns for
believers—the
Church.

Judgment Restoration

Future

Daniel, in the
OT, prophesied
a future period
of tribulation
that would result
in a national
repentance by the
Jews.

• Corruption,
• Reform,

Kingdom

Jesus explained
it further in His
Olivet Discourse
and John clariﬁed
it even more in
Revelation 6-19.

The Antichrist and
a False Prophet
will be prominent
during this era.

In the OT, God
promised a future
earthly kingdom
for Israel.

Three major
judgments will
occur during this
era:

When the “son of
David” (Jesus),
returns to the
earth as King, this
kingdom will be
established.

Satan’s ﬁnal
doom into the
eternal lake of ﬁre,

It will be
characterized by
peace, joy, and
the abundance of
good things.

It will last for 1000
years.

a great white
throne judgment
for unbelievers,
and

the purging of
this sin-cursed
earth and its
heavens by an
explosive, ﬁery
event.

God’s perfect
paradise will be
restored when

a beautiful New
Jerusalem,
descends from
God’s heaven to
the new Earth.

God and “the
Lamb” (Jesus) will
dwell on Earth
eternally with
God’s people
where there will be

no sin, no pain,
no fear, and no
death.

Notes:

Download a digital ﬁle for this worksheet and a free Leader’s Guide:
www.GoodSoil.com/hooks
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Additional Resources for Mastering the Bible’s Big Storyline
The Roots of Faith
in the

The Roots of Faith

Old Testament

in the

The Roots of Faith—Old
Testament unfolds the
story of a perfect world that
became cursed by sin and
the giving of promises
regarding a Jewish King
who would become the
Savior of the world.

New Testament

The Roots of Faith—New
Testament unpacks the
fulﬁllment of New Testament
hopes and promises, based
upon the life and death of
Jesus Christ, culminating
in a perfectly restored
new heavens and earth.

Information & Registration:

www.GoodSoil.com/roots
info@GoodSoil.com
1.888.299.2293

The Big Story of the Bible in a Coffee Table Book

ChronoBible Cards

Reﬂections unfolds
the storyline of the
Bible through 50 Old
Testament and 50 New
Testament events—
from Genesis through
Revelation.

A Complete set of
135 Cards for Learning and Reviewing the Content
and Chronology of the Bible’s Big Story. Made up of
the 100 Key Bible Events in 25 Major Bible Eras
Plus, 10 ChronoBridge to Life
Cards for sharing the gospel in
a short-time frame.

www.GoodSoil.com
info@GoodSoil.com
1.888.299.2293
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