Entry Level Conversation Openers

Basics in beginning conversations:

1. Be yourself – don’t force it.

2. Be relaxed – if you’re at ease and pleasant, you’ll set others at ease.

3. Tasteful, self effacing humor sets people at ease – avoid being condescending. 

4. Be alert to what’s happening around you – weather, events, holidays, children or infants, snack food.

5. Share info before asking for it – “I moved here 4 years ago, how about you?” 

6. An introduction with just a first name is appropriate and non-threatening if no further contact is likely – but for a new neighbor or expected long term contact, a full name introduction is appropriate.

7. Be prepared to transition from one question to another. Look for a natural thread. If you stay focused, you’ll come up with questions. Be genuinely interested. You can be interested in the person even if the job or hobby is not something you’re into. 

8. Don’t get stuck in your own little world!  Be a learner and you’ll always have a conversation waiting to happen! Pray for wisdom and words and open doors.  Paul did! Colossians 4:2-6  

In these questions, I assume an adult male acquaintance. You can make the adjustments. 

LOCATION (Indicates deep roots or transitory life situation. Deep roots are more resistant to new friends.)

Do you live in the area?  (I live in…)

Are you from here originally?  ( I moved here….) 

Did you grow up around here?

Do you have family in the area?

What brought you here?

What are some things you really appreciate about this area of the country?

What are two or three places you’d recommend visiting locally? 

What are your favorite stores in the area? (restaurants, mechanics, car dealers, etc.)

FAMILY (Pain, pleasure and significance surround family relationships. Be prepared to rejoice or sympathize. If you sense a lot of pain or brokenness in family, then you will want to avoid many of these questions.)

Are you married… children?  (My wife, Val, and I have four grown kids…) 

I was the youngest of five… by today’s standards, a large family. How about you? 

My folks have both passed on.  Are your folks still living? 

My wife’s parents are at that stage, dealing with serious health issues. How about your folks? 

Do your kids go to “Red Lion” high school? (Adjust with local elementary or high schools?) 

I’ve heard good things about the school… (I drive by it every day, etc)... have you been pleased with it? 

My sisters are spread out from New York to Chicago. How about your family?

I grew up on a five generation farm…learned a lot about life there. How about you? 

What do you do for fun as a family? 

What are some of your hopes and dreams for your kids? (for this little one…) 

Are your kids really different from each other? (Oldest, strong willed; youngest, mechanical;  all, musical)

How are they like you…(your wife, grandparents?)

Do they get to see their grandparents often? 

My grand-dad was a hermit. Quite a character! Tell me about your parents and grandparents. 

What did they say or do that has stuck with you… like advice or example…? 

If you had to choose one word to describe your dad, grand-dad, etc… what would it be?

If your kids had to choose one word to describe you today, what do you think they’d choose? 

Do you have an heirloom or possession that has been passed down to you that holds a lot of sentimental value?  Tell me about it.  (Great grand-dad’s gold watch; grand-dad’s shotgun…value is from the relationship.) 

WORK (you can either identify with the person or learn from them if the job is a mystery to you.) 

So, what do you do for work?

How long have you worked there?

How did you end up with the job?   

Does it require much travel?

What’s your favorite part of the job?

What’s your least favorite part of the job?

Did you study (mechanical engineering, etc.) in college?  Where?

Did you do to a technical school or internship for training?

Has the economy affected your business much so far?

Do you expect to stay with the job for the long haul?

(If the job is something you know nothing about…)  So, what exactly do you do?

Work weekends? Regular day off? What’s your favorite thing to do on a day off? 

HOBBIES (Look for sweatshirt logos, hats, camo clothing, bumper stickers, boat in driveway, etc.  Be prepared for excitement, frustration, and some good natured ribbing if you’re for an arch rival. If the sport is unusual, like rugby or lacrosse, this is a great time to learn all about it. You don’t have to be into the sport to ask good questions. And if the sport is something big locally, you’d be wise to stay up on it. If it’s an obsession locally, it will be a way to meet people and make friends. As long as it’s not immoral, don’t ignore it, use it as a bridge.) 

How about those Steelers, eh? (PSU, Cowboys, Lions, Titans, Phillies, etc)

Can you believe Lance Armstrong? (Be prepared to bring up an impressive, recent story for discussion)

Did you play any sports in high school? (college?)

Do you play golf, tennis, basketball, hike, backpack, hunt, fish, etc… (pick one or two, not all!!!  From these 
come any number of follow up questions…two examples follow)

Hunting: Do you hunt locally?  Whitetails? Turkeys? Pheasant or grouse?  Out of state?


  What is your favorite way to fix venison? 

Golf:  Where do you normally play?  

           What are your favorite courses locally?

           What was the best course you ever played on?  

           Have you ever travelled and watched a PGA tournament?  When? Who won that year?

           What needs the most work?  Your short or long game? 

READING (Especially if someone is reading a book or holding one)

What are you reading? 

Who’s your favorite author?  Who are three of your favorite authors? 

What are some of his/her books?  

What are your favorite ones?  Why?

Reading is such an incredible gift.  Who was your favorite teacher growing up?  

What was it that made them be such a great teacher (or make such an impact on you?)

EDUCATION (This usually follows other questions about location and work unless you’re in a school setting.

Be alert and sensitive to location & appearance. This could be insulting. If I have reasons to assume the individual did not attend college, then I never bring it up. Ever!) 
I did all 12 grades in a little school in upstate New York. How about you?

Did you attend trade school or college? 

Have you ever been back and visited since graduation? 

Do you still have friends you keep up with from college days? (Appropriate if located in another state.)

Does your college degree have anything to do with what you’re now doing? (Humorous anecdote, often not!)

Who were your favorite professors in college?  What impressed you about them?

What were some of your best and worst decisions in your college years? (Give and take on this one.) 

TRAVEL  (If on public transportation or moved into a conversation that includes distant locations.) 

Foreign Travel

So, are you running away from home or going home? 

What brought you here?  Business, family, pleasure, education? 

Have you visited ….. before?  Often?

When was your first time here?  How has it changed over the years?

What’s your favorite place in the country?

What are some of your favorite things about living here?

What do I not want to miss if I have the opportunity to visit again?

Stateside Travel

What’s your favorite part of the country?

If you could live anywhere, where would you settle? Really? Why?

If you could retire anywhere, where would you settle? Why is that? 

What has been your favorite national park experience so far? What was so special about it? 

If you had the time, what national parks would you want to visit next? Why?

Have you ever visited….? (a favorite place with a good story attached to it) 

RELIGION  (Holidays, religious symbols like a cross on a necklace, a tattoo, etc. If you are ignorant about their religion or religious observances, this is a prime opportunity to learn.) 
What was Christmas like for you growing up?

Did your family celebrate Christmas? (Easter, Good Friday, Passover, Ramadan, etc.)   Tell me about it.

Did you grow up in a religious home?

I always figured there had to be a Creator… but I was clueless beyond that. How about you?

Are your religious beliefs important to you?  How do they affect your life day to day?

Are you and your wife on the same page on that?

Do you think there’s more to it that that? 

I used to believe that, too. But now all that has changed for me. 

(Listen for evidences of sincerity, frustration, emptiness, confusion, or antagonism. Jesus spoke about salt and light as well as pearls and swine. Knowing your audience is important. Raising questions is a powerful way to affect world view change.)

HOSPITAL WAITING ROOM (Serious places lead more naturally and more quickly to serious conversations.)

I don’t want to intrude. I’m just concerned. Are you here for a family member?
Do you need anything? A meal, a ride? Do you need to borrow my cell phone to make a call? 

How serious is their condition…?  how long have they been dealing with…? 

Do you have family in the area? 

Do you have any religious support at this time, a church or pastor in the area?

Does your …friend/mother/son… have any religious support… a church, a pastor in the area? 

I don’t want to offend you, as I know this is a distressing time, but I would like to pray briefly for you and your 
(loved one) just now if that would be alright with you. 

